
2022 Eugene Home Count Summary 

By Marcia Maffei 

Cackling (1,652) and Canada Geese (1,574) made the top of the list this year! So glad that people 
are looking up. However, for the second year in a row, Dark-eyed Junco’s were the top non-goose 
bird! Close to 600 juncos showed up this year, beating out those European Starlings (525) by a slim 
margin!  

Bushtits made a decent showing, with 482 of them flocking the yards, and the American Crow was 
not far behind with 389. Anna’s Hummingbird hovered in with 166. Other species that made the 100 - 
200 club were: Black-capped Chickadee: 224; a yellow flurry of American Goldfinches: 167; House 
Finch: 150; Golden-crowned Sparrow: 129; Spotted Towhee: 123; American Robin: 110; and the 
California Scrub-Jay: 131. The rest of the species were in single or double digits. 

The bird Home Counters were most excited about was the White-throated Sparrow (16)! Many 
commented and a few sent pictures that captured this gorgeous bird. A Band-tailed Pigeon rounded 
out the not-so-common Home Count list. 

One interesting note this year, is the mention of using Sound ID apps (e.g., Merlin Bird ID) for 
identification help. These apps are a great help in identifying a bird close by, but they are not always 
correct. The birder needs to find the bird and confirm it. 

Many thanks to the 102 observers who observed 75 species, for a sum total of 7,676 individual 
birds. Read on for some Home Counter comments, in their own words: 

 

“ • Perfect day, not raining. Usually see more Townsend’s Warblers, but this year and last year, 

not as many. 
• My Merlin sound ID recorded Rock Pigeon, Tundra Swan, Killdeer, Acorn Woodpecker, and 

American Wigeon, but I have never observed these birds in my yard so I did not include them. 
• Last year I only got a few in my yard due to the windy, blustery nature of the day. This year—

I’m mystified! A perfectly amenable day. Recent bird activity in my yard has included American 
Robins, the ever-present crows (except for the Count), Anna’s Hummingbirds, Scrub Jays, Dark-
headed Juncos, even swallows, and often small, mottled brown songbirds.  

• It’s still so meager but the kinglet and Townsend’s Warbler made my day. 
• Calm bird movement today. On the 31st, we saw a much greater variety of birds. 
• Today I saw most of the usual visitors to my garden. Missing were the Scrub Jays, chickadees 

(most days I have several), Bewicks Wren, (1 or 2), and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet that comes almost 
daily. 

• Also had a Flicker, a Varied Thrush, Crows, a Spotted Towhee and a Bewick’s Wren yesterday, 
but they stayed home today, alas. 

• This year, we have not seen the pine siskins or house finches 

• Thanks for all the work you do to coordinate, communicate, and collect the Home Counters’ info.  ” 


