Field Notes: June/July 2021

Willet, Eastern Kingbird, Least Flycatcher, Red Phalarope

June and July were very hot and very dry, setting a new record high for Eugene of 110 degrees on June 27! A number of
observers reported very low numbers of flycatchers and warblers during the period. We're not sure if it’s related to the
heat and drought or to other causes. Did the birds nest early and leave the area, or could they have abandoned nesting
due to the lack of insects to feed their young?

Abbreviations:
Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR), South Jetty of the Siuslaw River (SJSR)

WATERFOWL TO HERONS

Gadwall W/YoUNg.......ccuevererereeererrernene July12.............. Meadowlark Prairie.............. LV IR Occasional nester in the valley
Redhead (10) ...covererereerrireeirereeirienens June 11............. Kirk PoNnd ......cccoeueveveenenenenenenee LM,etal....cccovvunenene. Surprising number for this late
Red-necked Grebe ........cccoeereeererenenene. July 1. Bray Point.......cccceeveeveenrrenne. LV I Late migrant or summering bird?
Red-necked Grebe ........cccoeereeererenenene. July 20.............. NISR ot RR, DA ..ccooeeiees Summering bird?

Common Nighthawk........ccccovvvvnenenne June2............... Eugene.......coeceeveeiencnininnee PR e First report for the season, right on time
Black SWift......cceeeeeeeeeecrceeeeeieene June 19............. Salt Creek Falls.........ceuevueee ] R Appear to be breeding this year
VauX's SWift ..o July 26.............. North River Road................... MRU...coviriiiiicnen, Fledged from their chimney

Vaux’'s SWift (54)....cceeeeerereverereerereeennns July 27.............. North River Road.................. MRU...oovererrererereeen. Entered chimney for night roost

SOMA cevverertrerererererereseseseseseeeee e senenes June/luly.......... FRR et M.Ob...cocrrene No reports from the area; low water level
Black-necked Stilt (25) .....ccovvvrerenerrunenee July 18.............. FRR - Royal Ave........cccceuvunee. DAetal....cccovevuenee. Very large numbers; drought related?
Black-bellied Plover.........ccccovevrerereene. July19.............. FRR - Royal Ave........ccceuvenee. MP e The first for the fall migration

Black TUrnstone (2) ......cceveeerereeureenees July 15.............. NISR et DP,SH ...coevvreiriirirenenes The first for the fall migration

Least Sandpiper (dozens) ........cccevevenene. June 30............. Lane Beaches........cccovvverenene. ] RO The start of the southward migration
Pectoral Sandpiper..........ccceeeeeerurerenene July 20.............. FRR Royal Ave.......cccoevuvenenee IS e A very early sighting

Semipalmated Sandpiper ........ccccceeuee. July24.............. FRR Royal Ave........cccceeuvueneee. ACVT..ooieeerrrerne Normal time for southward migration
Western Sandpiper (100s).........ccceuen.n. June 30............. Lane Beaches.........ccccuuuueee. DF o The start of the southward migration
Wandering Tattler.......cooveveenveeccnenns June 5. NISR .ttt JE e A late/early migrant or summering?
WIlEL ... July 1. FRR - Royal Ave........ccceuvenee. AC, VT Rarely found in Lane, especially inland
Red-necked Phalarope ........cccccvuvuenee. July14............... FRR - Royal Ave........cccceuvunee. M.Ob...cocrerenne The first for the fall migration

Red Phalarope........cocevevveereeenenererenenes July19.............. FRR - Royal Ave.........cccoueenee. MPeeeererereeenes VERY early and rare inland sighting
Marbled Murrelet (34) ......ccccceeererennnne. June 1............... Bray Point.......cccceeveeverirnennnes LV IR Large numbers continuing to be seen
Marbled Murrelet........ccovveeeernerenenene. July21.............. Siuslaw River mouth............. AC.oiieieriereeerieieens Rarely found between the jetties
Franklin’s GUII (4)...ccvvevvvrnerrererenenes Junel............... Bray Point......cccceverrerererenenes AV The last of the “spring” sightings
Heerman’s Gull (200).......cccccevererererennne. July 20.............. NISR e RRDA....coeveerererrrnne The first report for the fall

Sooty Shearwater (130).......cccovevreeennnes July 17.............. Siltcoos River mouth ............ | Large numbers for so early
Black-crowned Night-Heron.................. July 9 . FRR - Royal Ave.........cccocuu..... AC.iiiirieeeeies Post-breeding day roost area
OWLS TO GROSBEAKS

Long-eared Owl (nestling) .... Returned to nest, rare nesting report

Long-eared Owl (dead)......c.ccccevevevnnne. Adult found on road, no brood patch
Lewis’s Woodpecker ........ccccovererererenene. A rare coastal sighting

Williamson’s Sapsucker (female)........... July 18.............. Hand Lake area..........cc......... KF et A rare breeder in the high Cascades
Am Three-toed Woodpecker ................ Always a good place for this species
Am Three-toed Woodpecker .. . Another good location

Black-backed Woodpecker.................... Nest w/begging young

Least FlycatCher......ooceevvverrennererenenns The fifth record for Lane Co

Ash-throated Flycatcher (pair) Breeding?



Eastern Kingbird (photo) Oakridge area .......ccoeveveuenee RFetal...cceeeennns A rare summer vagrant

Red-eyed Vireo......cocovevveveeeerenenererenens Elijah BriStow ........coeveveeeenne. | R The only report for this breeding season
Lapland LONgSPUr .......ccccevvvieiereernererenne SISR ettt DF,DP ... A very late migrant

Grasshopper Sparrow (4) Meadowlark Prairie.............. VT e Late singing birds

Grasshopper Sparrow.........coceceeeevveeeen JUlY 24 e . WillOW Creek...neceeeeececnnee. TMoieene Another late singing bird; second brood?

Northern Waterthrush ...........cccueveuee.e. First report; heard throughout season
Grosbeak hybrid Mostly Rose-breasted; some Black-headed
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