Field Notes: April/May 2021
Parakeet Auklet, Willet, Great Gray Owl, Black-throated Sparrow

We had a very dry spring until the end of May, as did most of Oregon. This drought has dried up marshes in the Great
Basin and the Klamath Basin, which most likely is responsible for the large numbers of marsh breeding species (stilts,
avocets, Wilson’s Phalaropes, Franklin’s Gulls, and ibises) showing up in large numbers here. Also, the shorebird
migration along the coast was one of the better ones in many years! I think that’s also related to the summer-like weather
and its strong north winds. This likely caused the shorebirds to migrate along the beaches instead of further out at sea, so
they could rest and feed along the beaches. One of the species that really stood out was Red Knots, with upwards of 60
seen in a day. And that went on for over a week—instead of a handful seen on a couple of days!

Abbreviations:
Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Fork (NF), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR), South Jetty of the Siuslaw River
(SISR)

WATERFOWL TO WADERS

Trumpeter SWan..........coeveeveneeeneneeenes May 12............. Oakridge area.........cccccveeenee. ACJIG....ovrrrins A late report for Lane Co

Harlequin DUCK...........cocovieneereeneereirennns May 9.....ccocenee. Leaburg area.........ccoooveereenee SA e Rare inland, but breed in the Cascades
Long-tailed DUCK .........c.cccvrreririrrirennnen. May 17............. SISR . AV = A late report for Lane Co

Horned Grebe.......cocvvvevivnnrcsien, May 12............. Hills Creek Reservoir........... ACJIG....ovrrrins A late sighting

Common Poorwill...........ccovevninnennes April 13............ Glenwood........ccocveeeneencenenee US s Found in a warehouse - rare in the valley
Vaux’s SWift......couereerenireinenesenieies April4.............. River Rd area.........cocoevieenes [ P About a week earlier than normal
Black-chinned Hummingbird................ May 9......ccocuue. South Eugene.........ccoccveenenee. JG About twenty records for Lane Co
Calliope Hummingbird.........cccccovvinrenes April 19............ River Rd area.........cccoeuvieenes BC..oooirrrrreees First of a number of reports during April
Sandhill Crane........coocvevenieneninineens April 27............ Ten Mile CK....coovevevveveincrnee SHDP....oovirinne An unusual sighting from the coast
Black-necked Stilt...........ccocovvenirecenn. March 30 ......... FRR ..o RR oo, First of many reports w/large numbers seen
American Avocet Appear to be nesting - first since 2014
Marbled GOAWit..........cccoeurevveeereereeennne First report for the spring migration
Ruddy Turnstone First of many reports for the month
Red KNOL.......coveriririeiereeeercseeene April 23............ Heceta Beach..........cccocvienes DP oo First of many reports w/large numbers
Short-billed Dowitcher .........cccccovivinenee April 1.............. Siltcoos River mouth............ I C TR First report for the spring migration
Solitary Sandpiper.........ccceoveneninneens April 17............ FRR .o JS About a week earlier than normal
Wandering Tattler .........ccoocvenerecenn. May 1.....ccoceu.. (NN 2 SN JL First report for the spring

WIlIBL ..o April 29............ NISR ..o ] Rare in Lane Co

Wilson’s Phalarope........ccocveeureeneeenees May 6........cc..... FRR .o NS s Right on time

Red-necked Phalarope........c.ccccouveveunee. May 6........c...... FRR .o JS First inland report for spring migration
Parakeet AUKIEL ... April 5.............. (NN 2 SN ] The first live bird seen in Lane Co
Franklin’s Gull ........ccoocovvevnencencniennees May 6.........c..... FRR .o NCN..cotrereies First of many reports

BIack TeIM ....covviererirerieeeiseeene May 6........c...... FRR .o JS Right on time

Sooty Shearwater April 14............ Tokatee Klootchman............ (G5 A few spring reports

Black-crowned Night-Heron................. April 5.............. West EUQENE.......ccevvevreernne JC e Rarely reported in the spring
White-faced IDiS.........coeereerecinierccene May 10............. FRR .o JS Large flocks reported throughout May
White-faced 1biS (5) ....vvvvvererneererrieeinnns May 14............. Siltcoos River mouth............ DF,MLS ..o An unusual sighting from the coast
HAWKS TO SWALLOWS

Swainson’s HawK ........ccoeevrereniennnenns May 8.......cco..... Eugene Airport area............. |1 Rare, at least two birds in the area
Great Gray OW........ccovevenicencinirneens April 11............ McKenzie Bridge area.......... JP e Rarely seen in Lane Co

Short-eared OWI .........ccoevevierreniniinnns May 11............. FRR .o JH o Are they nesting in the area?
Olive-sided Flycatcher..........cccccovvvnennns May 1....cccoune. Skinner Butte.........cccccvevnen. L IV T Right on time

Western Wood-Pewee............cccocreeeeneen. April 23............ Skinner Butte...........ccccovceeeee. | O About a week earlier than normal

Willow Flycatcher.........ccoocvveviiiennen. May 12............. Mt Pisgah area............ccoueunes 1\, Right on time



Hammond’s Flycatcher .........c.coceeennen. April 15............ Big CreeK.....coovveviiiriirinnnns BMe ..o, A few days earlier than normal

Gray FlycatCher .........oocvevirncnineneens April 21............ Oakridge area.........cccccveeenee YA\ O [ C T First of more sightings than normal
Dusky Flycatcher ..........cccovveveriviiennnne. April 24............ Walterville Reservair ........... AV = S A couple days later than normal
Pacific-slope Flycatcher ........................ April 21............ Blanton Rd - Eugene............ SH e Right on time

Western Kingbird...........cccoceveereereeenn. April 14............ Eugene Airport area............. RH. oo A few days earlier than normal
Ash-throated Flycatcher ............ccco........ May5.....cou... Hills Creek Reservoir........... SH e, About a week earlier than normal
Cassin’s VIr€O .....ceeeerereeeureenereereenenneees April 10............ Hendricks Park ...........cco....... JG A couple days later than normal
Warbling Vireo ........ccocveveevverrirenennn, April 18............ Skinner Butte.........cc.cceevnee. I C TR A couple days earlier than normal
BIUE JAY ... May 30............. Eugene - south hills.............. (G0 Rare - especially in breeding season
Purple Martin..........ccooueevevieneserecennns April 2.............. FRR .o EW .o, Almost a week earlier than normal
Bank Swallow .........ccccccvevievcririiennnn, May 2.......co..... Westfir area........c.ocvervivennenn. NCS ..o An unusual spring report

WRENS TO BUNTINGS

HOUSE WIEN. ... April 22............ Wild Iris Ridge .......ccvvvenee. I C TR A few days later than normal
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher..........ccccocveeunee. April 22............ Mt Pisgah........cccoevererrerienenns JS Nested in the area for last few years
Mountain Bluebird.........c..cccooeveereieennee. April 15............ Mt Pisgah ........ccoereevernieneenes JH e A rare lowland sighting
Townsend’s SOltAIre ........ocvvrevreerieenees April 8.............. NF Willamette River............ RR oo First report for the breeding season
Swainson’s Thrush (recording)............. April 22............ River Rd area.........ccccoecvvenee. RH...ooovvrrrireineins About a week earlier than normal
Northern Mockingbird..........ccccccoeeenee. May 6............... Alton Baker Park.................. RR oo Rarely found except in the winter
Pine Grosbeak (4) .......cccovereererreereereennens May 24............. Heceta Beach area................ DAY o S Rarely found in Lane Co
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch..........c......... May 11............. Diamond PeakK ...........cc.ccen... (C] O A normal location for this species
Brewer’s Sparrow ........ccocveeeeneininenes May 16............. FRR .o NCS .o Rarely reported in the spring
VESPET SPAITOW.......vrerreeereereereieeseenes April 13............ Rasor Park..........ccccovevieneenee. o] I A few days later than normal

Lark SparroWw.........cccveeereerereeneeneeenens May 3....ccccounee. River Rd area.........cccoevieenes [ P Rare, but a normal time for them
Grasshopper Sparrow ... May 6............... Mt Pisgah area...........ccceuenee. TMi o Right on time

Black-throated Sparrow.............cccceene... May 6............... FRR .o )] Rare, first of three records
Yellow-breasted Chat .........cocoeverinenee. May 6............... FRR .o JS Right on time

Yellow-headed Blackbird...................... April 3.............. FRR ..o SH e, A couple days later than normal
Bullock’s Oriole.......couveeereenieeneenienines April 19............ Pleasant Hill area.................. MJ e A couple weeks earlier than normal
Black-and-White Warbler ..................... April 22............ Skinner Butte...........ccccooceenee. JS About the fifteenth record for Lane Co
Nashville Warbler ...........cooovvvirinnnnen. April 5.............. Dorris Ranch........ccccvevinenes DAsetal.....ccccovuenee. A couple days earlier than normal
MacGillivray’s Warbler...........c..ccouenee. April 14............ Creswell area..........ccoccveeenee. TMO . About a week earlier than normal
Yellow Warbler...........ocevevencniennee. April 5.............. Dorris Ranch..........cccevienes DAetal.....ccoveenee. A couple weeks earlier than normal
Black-throated Gray Warbler ................ April4.............. Skinner Butte..........cccccveveeee. MH .o Right on time

Hermit Warbler ... April 22............ Skinner Butte...........ccccovceeee. M.OD..coooe Right on time

Wilson’s Warbler........cooeveneencninines April 5.............. Dorris Ranch........ccccvevinenes DAsetal.....ccccovuenee. A couple weeks earlier than normal
Western Tanager .........ceeereeereerereenenne April 1.............. Mt Pisgah .........ccocuveveneeninenes MPors Three weeks earlier than normal
Black-headed Grosheak..............ccuenee. April 5.............. Dorris Ranch........ccccvevinnnes DAetal.....ccccovvennee. A couple weeks earlier than normal
Lazuli BUNting.......cccovveeenineeerieneennens April 24............ Skinner Butte.........cccccvvvenne. JS A few days earlier than normal
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