Field Notes: April/May 2018

Trumpeter Swan, White-faced Ibis,
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Rock Wren, Townsend’s Solitaire,
Indigo Bunting

It seems like the majority of migrants have arrived earlier than “normal” for the last few years. Is this due to global climate
change, or are an ever-increasing number of people out looking? The “normal” we use is a spreadsheet we started in 1994 to
track migrant arrival dates. Each year the dates are entered into the spreadsheet and the average is automatically readjusted.

Abbreviations: Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), Middle Fork (MF), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR), South Jetty of the Siuslaw River (SJSR).

WATERFOWL TO TERNS

Trumpeter Swan... Gold Lake............. ....A very unusual location and date!
Blue-winged Teal.. . . Meadowlark Prairie . ....About two weeks earlier than normal
Redhead (4) ......coocovcvvriiicicicicinn, April 19............ FRR - Royal Ave............ccu.... Returning for the breeding season
Harlequin Duck .........ccocvevnernercinnn. April 26............ HJ Andrews Forest ................ Are they nesting in the area?

Common Poorwill............ccccovurerernennee May 22....ccneuue. MF Willamette River ............ CSM o Rarely found in the county

Black Swift .........cccovviviiiiciniiicinn. May 22............. Salt Creek Falls Returning to their nesting area

Vaux’s SWift........c.evverunevnrieienecnennennens April 8 ... UO Agate Hall Right on time

Calliope Hummingbird....................... April 18 Skinner Butte .....c.coceevuerunn. Small numbers occur during spring migration
SOra ..o .. April 13 Stewart Pond........ ....A few days later than normal
Black-necked Stilt............. L April 15 ... FRR - Fisher Butte .. ....About a week earlier than normal
Black-necked Stilt (12)...... L April 25 ... FRR - Fisher Butte .. ....A very large number!

American AVOCet............coeuevunirirrunnn. May 28............. FRR - Fisher Butte They have bred in the past

Pacific Golden-Plover ........................... May 1....ccceueeee Heceta Beach ......ccvcuuevencrnnce. Rare during spring migration

Red Knot ..., May 2....covvune. Baker Beach .......occviveruenunce Migrate through in small numbers
Solitary Sandpiper-..........ccccoocuviunciunncn. April 26............ Meadowlark Prairie . . . Migrate through in a very narrow window
Wilson’s Phalarope..............cccovvueeee. April 28 ............ .JP. About a week earlier than normal

Rare inland during migration
....A normal arrival date

Right on time
ALCIDS TO VIREOS
Marbled Murrelet (30) .........cccoovvuenenene. A large number for Lane Co
Cassin’s Auklet (200).... ....Very large number for Lane Co
Rhinoceros Auklet......... . . ....Returning to their nesting area
Brown Pelican..........ccocveueeeeureuncnenennee April 28 ............ Y 1) S ORI TP e A very early return date again this year
Great Egret ..., May 22............. W Eugene.......ovcvrucicininnns VT e Birds seen in a heronry - breeding?
White-faced Ibis (13).......c..ovvvvrrrunrrnnnes May 11............. FRR - Fisher Butte ................ JS Rare in the valley during spring migration
Great Gray Owl .........cccovvnevnernerccnnennn. May 23............. S of Oakridge......cvvveruerunn. ()5 HN Small numbers breed in the Cascades
Lewis’s Woodpecker (2)............ccccouu.. April 20 ............ Creswell area.......c.cocecuuncuenne. S8 Wintered in the area
Metlin ..o i The last report for the winter season

....First arrival on the coast

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Olive-sided Flycatcher ....A few days earlier than normal
Western Wood-Pewee . . ....A few days earlier than normal
Willow Flycatcher..............ccccoovvunrinnnnne. May 13............. FRR - Fisher Butte Right on time

Hammond’s Flycatcher....................... April 16............ Springfield A few days earlier than normal

Hammond’s Flycatcher....................... April 16............ Razor Park A few days earlier than normal
Dusky Flycatcher-...........ccoccnevurercrnnnn. April 25 ............ Creswell area A few days earlier than normal
Pacific-slope Flycatcher......................... April 11 ............ SE Eugene About a week earlier than normal
Ash-throated Flycatcher......................May 11............. idge v Rare in Lane Co

Western Kingbird............. . April 18 ... ....A couple days later than normal
Cassin’s Vireo..... .. Apri ....Right on time
Warbling Vireo ..........ccccoveuviunviuncincunnee i A couple weeks earlier than normal



JAYS TO BUNTINGS

California Scrub-Jay (35) ......ccccovvvvunc. FRR - Perkins ........cocoueuunne. ACVT ... All flying south from the point - why?
Purple Martin....... FRR - Perkins ....... RS........ ...A few days later than normal

Rock Wren........ E Springfield GG e Rare in the valley during spring migration
House Wren................ Mt Pisgah/Wild Iris R SH/BB A couple days later than normal
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ... Mt Pisgah . RR...c... Third year in a row they’ve been found there
Ruby-crowned Kinglet... Wild Iris Ridge ... CA The last report for the winter season
Townsend’s Solitaire ...... Skinner Butte RR.... Always rare on the valley floor in Lane Co
Swainson’s Thrush ..... SE Eugene . TM... Right on time

Evening Grosbeak ... Eugene.......... ... m.ob. Large numbers all around town!
Chipping Sparrow... Baker Beach. DE... Rarely seen along beach

Vesper Sparrow............... N Eugene ..BC.... A couple weeks later than normal
Black-throated Spatrow........................ JA ) 2O | D RN Rare spring “overshoot” from the
Black-throated Sparrow........................ Oakridge ...cooevvmeveereiiereirnens fide MLS .....ccvvvnennnee Great Basin

Grasshopper Sparrow...............ccceeu... FRR - Royal Ave..........ccu..... JSIL s Right on time

Yellow-breasted Chat .................ccccu...... KR Nielsen Rd ......ccocuuuunee. SH o About a week earlier than normal
Yellow-headed Blackbird....................... FRR coovvvviriermeienieneernenane VB oo Right on time

Yellow-headed Blackbird...................... Ayres Rd area......oceeveunecuenenes FW o Normally only found at FRR

Bullock’s Oriole...........cccvvuviuncincunnnnns FRR - Perkins .......cccocuuveuunen. Y (PR Right on time

Nashville Warbler...........ccccooovvninnnnnnes EWEB - Roosevelt................. BC i Right on time

MacGillivray’s Warbler......................... Mt Pisgah/Skinner B.............. TC/SH...covvvvvevnn. A couple days later than normal

Yellow Warbler...........ccooouvevvveieininnns Skinner Butte........cccoevvvevennen. PR,BH...oovveeeennee. A few days earlier than normal
Black-throated Gray Warbler............... Skinner B/Harlow Rd............ SH/PO ..o A couple days later than normal

Hermit Warbler ............cccoocvrvnrrnnnnen. Creswell area........ccoovvunerinnnes NS e A couple days later than normal

Wilson’s Warbler............cccocovinincnanee SE Eugene......cocuvvucineininnn. 0. R A couple days later than normal

Western Tanager ...........c.ccoevueervrrernnnn. E Eugene.......coovvvvvinicnninnnen JG s Right on time

Black-headed Grosbeak ........................ Bloomberg Rd .......cccvvvueunece APt A couple days earlier than normal

Indigo Bunting ...........ccocovvncvuneunercnn. Mt Pisgah area ..o, LGG,CSh...cuu...... Rare in Lane Co

Lazuli Bunting.............cccocovincuneuninncnnn. Junction City area.................. BCeereeerireineinennns About a week earlier than normal
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